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Agama Research Group

he Agama Research

Group [ARG] at the Depart-
ment of Buddhist Studies of the
Dharma Drum Institute of Liberal
Arts is a special interest group
with a shared research focus on
the comparative study of early
Buddhist thought and texts (the
agamas or received ‘canonical
texts’), mostly Discourse (sutta/
sttra) and Vinaya literature, but
not limited to it.

The ARG was (in)formally
constituted in the autumn of 2012,
growing out of long-term friend-
ship and collaboration among its
core members that comprise aca-
demics based at or affiliated with
the Dharma Drum Institute of Lib-
eral Arts.

The ARG’s vision as an aca-
demic community is informed
by the intention to support the
dialogue between traditional and
text-critical / text-historical learn-
ing — the study of the Dharma,
and the study of ‘Buddhism’. The
ARG is at the same time dedi-
cated to collaborative research
between philologically trained
scholars who specialise in early
Buddhist philology and scholars
of the digital humanities, and it
is devoted to fostering exchange
between local scholars in the Bud-

A Group picture from the fourth seminar of the Agama Research Group, "Research on the Samyukta-agama", Buenos Aires, October 2018.

dhist countries and international
academia.

The ARG has a long-term plan
of translation work, research, aca-
demic seminars and publications
and is committed to making its
work-in-progress digitally avail-
able, ensuring timely and free web
access to their research results and
publications.

From 2015, the ARG is spon-
sored by the Fundaciéon Bodhiyana
para la difusién del budhismo en

su vision integral (Argentina).

Application Date

Programs of study

Innovation

ADMISSION FOR 2021-2022
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

DHARMA DRUM INSTITUTE OF LIBERAL ARTS

% A small but beautiful school O
% A cradle of positive change
capable of training agents

for the betterment of society
January 11 to March 31, 2021

1. Department of Buddhist Studies
2. Master Program in Life Education
3. Master Program in Social Enterprise and

g

Agama Research Group co-founder & director

Bhikkhuni Dhammadinna

Bhikkhuni Dhammadinna was born in Italy in
1980 and went forth in Sri Lanka in 2012. She studied
Indology, Indo-Iranian philology and Tibetology at the
University of Naples ‘L’Orientale’ and at the International
Research Institute for Advanced Buddhology at Soka
University in Tokyo and at the Institute for Research
in Humanities at Kyoto University. She obtained her
master’s degree in 2004 with a thesis containing an
edition, translation and study of a bonpo gfer ma and an
investigation of the figure of his gter ston in the light of
the emergence of the bonpo canon. Dhammadinna then
received her doctorate in 2010 with a dissertation on the
Khotanese ‘Book of Zambasta’ and the formative phases

Agama Research Group co-founder & fellow

Bhikkhu Analayo

Bhikkhu Analayo was born in Germany in 1962
and ordained in Sri Lanka in 1995. In the year 2000 he
completed a PhD thesis on the Satipatthana-sutta at the
University of Peradeniya (published by Windhorse in
the UK). In the year 2007 he completed a Habilitation
research at the University of Marburg, in which he
compared the Majjhima-nikaya discourses with their
Chinese, Sanskrit, and Tibetan counterparts. He is a
founding member of the Agama Research Group and

of Mahayana ideology in
Khotan in the fifth and sixth
centuries. Her main research
interests are the early Buddhist
discourses and Vinaya
texts, and the development
of the theories, practices
and ideologies of Buddhist
meditative traditions. She is

currently working on an edition and integral translation
of the Tibetan Abhidharmakosopayika-tika and
doing a comparative study of its agama quotations.
Dhammadinna also serves as the series editor for the
ARG publications with the Dharma Drum Publishing
Corporation. In addition to her academic work, she has
been practising meditation since 1996.

has retired from being a
professor of the Numata
Center for Buddhist Studies at
the University of Hamburg.
At present he is a resident
scholar and core faculty
member at the Barre Center
for Buddhist Studies and
a member of the Numata
Center for Buddhist Studies at the University of
Hamburg. Besides his academic activities, he regularly

teaches meditation.

Research on the Samyukta-agama

his is the fourth volume of proceedings
l of the Agama seminars convened by
the Agama Research Group at the Dharma

Drum Institute of Liberal Arts. It comprises
nineteen studies, contributed by eighteen
different scholars, on various themes related
to the Connected Collections of discourses
(suttas, sitras) — Samyutta-nikaya in Pali,
Samyukta-agama in Sanskrit — transmitted by
different early Buddhist lineages of reciters,
preserved in their Indic originals in Gandhari,
Pali and Sanskrit as well as in Chinese and
Tibetan translations. This research draws
attention to fundamental methodological
points posed by the study of these scriptural
collections as windows into the formation of
early Buddhist texts and the organisation of
their transmission.
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