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©OXi-ning Ma (Master's Program, Department of Buddhist Studies)

orld-renowned environ-

mental activist Dr. Vandana
Shiva paid a visit to DILA on the
10th of May and delivered a speech
on the future of sustainable, natural
agriculture. The speech was quite a
sensation, not only in DILA but in
the DDM World Center for Buddhist
Education as well. Besides many
DILA faculty and students, a large
number of monastics and volunteers
from DDM were also part of the
audience, together with quite a
few local Taiwanese farmers from
all over Taiwan who had come a
long way to Jinshan for this special
occasion.

Before Dr. Shiva started her
lecture, Professor Hsin-hsun Huang
(#12%)) welcomed Dr. Shiva
with a brief introduction about her

numerous accomplishments. Then

the CEO of Green Formosa Front
(#%fd#R) and Venerable Kuo-
shiang (SR£££RT) shared with the
audience how difficult it had been
to invite Dr. Shiva here to Taiwan.
Following that, the Vice principal
of DILA, Professor Po-lang Tsai
(Z%{HER), presented a gift on behalf
of the whole school to show our
warm welcome and commemorate
this significant occasion. The
speech then began, with the help
of Professor Wei-jen Teng (EF{&17)
acting as host and interpreter.

Dr. Shiva founded the Research
Foundation for Science, Technology
and Ecology in 1982, leading to the
creation of “Navdanya” in 1991,
which translates to “Nine Seeds”,
to educate farmers on the benefits

of maintaining diverse crops

rather than accepting offers from

A Dr. Vandana Shiva (left) and Professor Wei-jen Teng (right).

Reader in Sanskrit Buddhist Texts

©OLuke Gibson (Language and Translation Center)

on completing the first-year
U?ntroduction to Sanskrit grammar

The recently completed Reader in Sanskrit
Buddhist Texts ((FFEMEHEEA) was created

Al

Ay

I » \-

monoculture food producers. She

was awarded the Alternative Nobel
Prize in 1993 for her contributions
to the protection of the diversity
and integrity of living resources,
especially native seeds, and the
promotion of organic farming and
fair trade.

In the speech, Dr. Shiva
illustrated with specific numbers
how GMOs (genetically modified
organisms) and unfair trade have
been harming Indian farmers,
causing them to go into debt or even
commit suicide. She also pointed
out that biodiversity is being lost
as a result of farming methods
which take the form of a kind of
war against animals, insects, and
even humans themselves, due to the
heavy usage of chemical fertilizers.
Ideally, food should act as medicine;
however, 75% of diseases have been

Buddhist Sitras (FEEEHHRSGEA), only covers

the genre of Mahayana discourses (sitra #£)

proven to be food-related! Dr Shiva
finally emphasized that farmers
should be people who produce food
with nutrition to nourish our bodies
instead of simple commodities,
stressing that it is real food rather
than fake food that we need.
Therefore, every one of us should
stop purchasing GMO foods and
favor chemical-free farming and
biodiversity.

In the Q & A section, Dr.
Shiva reiterated that small
farms are more than capable of
feeding the billions of people
on earth, already accounting for
70% of food production at the
moment. Biodiversity will be lost
when farming is controlled by
corporations like Monsanto, which
don’t make food but products,
commodities, nutrition-empty food.
One thing worthy of our attention is

The Future of Sustainable
Agriculture

L

that Dr. Shiva said that she regarded
a small island like Taiwan as the
ideal size for chemical-free, natural
farming to thrive. What we have to
do is support farmers with what we
do: only purchase natural, chemical-
free crops. By doing this we
demonstrate our determination to
support a farming system working
with Nature but not exploiting it
and this is exactly what “organic”
means.

“God gives enough for
everyone’s need but not enough to
satisfy the greed of a few” said Dr.
Shiva, which could be the core of
this lecture. All of her inspiring and
thought-provoking perspectives
were met with resounding and
unanimous applause . Now it is time
for us to think seriously about how
sustainable farming can be extended
to the whole island of Taiwan.

vocabulary and begin relying on dictionaries

and their own experience.

course, students often report some amount of
frustration or discouragement as they begin
reading actual Sanskrit texts. At that point, a
number of challenges unique to the Sanskrit
language can leave even the most assiduous
student feeling somewhat overwhelmed. For
instance, students typically have difficulties
identifying individual words, due to the
many different case endings and verb forms,
together with the various rules of euphonic
combination (sandhi). Even once the
student has managed to identify a particular
word, he will often struggle to pick the
right meaning among the many possible
definitions listed in the dictionary. While
Monier Williams’ dictionary remains the
most comprehensive and commonly used
Sanskrit dictionary to date, its thoroughness
in providing so many possible meanings
actually renders this dictionary somewhat
unsuitable for beginner students. These
dictionaries are even more difficult to use
fruitfully for non-native English speakers.

as a stepping-stone to allow for a more
gradual transition away from the first-year
textbook and help students during their
second year of study when they are the most
at risk of becoming discouraged and giving
up.

While a number of Sanskrit readers are
already available on the market—mostly in
English with only a couple in Chinese, none
of them really “fit the bill.” First of all, most
Sanskrit readers focus on non-Buddhist
texts, which are not usually of immediate
interest to our students. Secondly, more
recent Sanskrit readers will often provide
complete inflectional (grammatical) and
sandhi analysis together with the author’s
own translation of the text, which renders
such readers unsuitable as teaching material,
as students are left with very little to do.
Finally, one of the only readers that does
focus on Buddhist texts, and I am speaking
here of prof. Huang Baosheng’s (&
) otherwise excellent Reader in Sanskrit

with only a few other kinds of texts thrown
into the mix.

Two years ago, I decided to create my
own reader to help remedy this lack of
teaching resources for students interested in
reading Sanskrit Buddhist texts. The reader
currently offers a selection of eighteen short
to medium length texts drawn from a variety
of sources covering some of the major genres
of Sanskrit Buddhist literature, including
discourses (sttras), treatises, commentaries,
and hymns. The reader is made up of three
volumes, providing the text, vocabulary,
and—whenever available—the ancient
Chinese and Tibetan translations. The use
of vocabulary lists allows students to focus
their efforts on familiarizing themselves
with inflectional forms and grammatical
constructions. Students are able to cover
more ground with fewer hurdles, speeding
up the memorization of a basic set of words,
making for more fruitful attempts at parsing
sentences once they graduate from using a

This project was conducted as part of
our institute’s Language and Translation
Center’s mission to promote the study of
Buddhist scriptural languages. The reader
was made freely available on our center’s
website back in March. Since then, I have
received a lot of positive feedback from
other Sanskrit teachers here in Taiwan and
abroad. During the coming school year, I
will be creating audio recordings of the texts
and begin a new project for the creation
of a similar reader for Pali texts. Please
make sure to send us your feedback about
the Sanskrit reader or suggestions about
upcoming projects.
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