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©Luke Gibson (Language and Translation Center)

s part of the yearly festivities surrounding our
Aschool’s anniversary, the Language and Translation
Center invited students to participate in this year’s
language competition. Eleven of our students answered
the call, giving a total of seven great performances.

Bhikshuni Xianji (#567%%), a first year undergraduate
student from Indonesia, kicked off the event with a talk
in English entitled “Yes! You can be happy”, presenting
a Buddhist perspective on the pursuit of happiness,
showing how our well-being has less to do with the
circumstances of our lives and more to do with the way
we relate to those circumstances. As is stated in the very
first verse of the Dhammapada, happiness, or the lack
therefore, comes first and foremost from the quality
of our mind: “All experience is preceded by mind, led
by mind, made by mind. Speak or act with a corrupted
mind, and suffering follows, as the wagon wheel follows
the hoof of the ox”. This perennial truth was expressed
again more recently by the famous English poet John
Milton when he wrote that “the mind is its own place,
and in itself can make a heaven of hell, a hell of
heaven”.

For our second performance of the evening, Ye Yijia
(ZEAZK)—another first year undergraduate student—
sung a popular Japanese love song about lovers parting
in springtime called “When the Cherry Blossoms Color
Flutters” (#4145 %) by Mika Nakashima ({15357,

Later in the evening, a group of three students chanted
an ancient Sanskrit hymn to Prajiiaparamita (f&%5 %7
#2%). While much of Buddhist devotional poetry takes
the Buddha as its object, hymns (stotra in Sanskrit) are
also commonly offered to other enlightened beings,
including female figures, such as Prajiiaparamita, the
“goddess” or personification of the perfection (paramita)
of transcendent wisdom (prajia), the insight into the
emptiness (Sunyata) of all phenomena required to
achieve full Buddhahood. Already in early Mahayana
suitras, prajiaparamita is described as the (metaphorical)
mother of all past, present, and future Buddhas. With

the subsequent development of Vajrayana or Tantric
Buddhism, the anthropomorphic form of prajiaparamita
becomes an important object of veneration, as shown
by the rich iconography found in India, Southeast Asia,
or Tibet, where the goddess is known as Yum Chenmo,
the “Great Mother”. The author, a third-century monk
named Rahulabhadra, offers his words of praise out of
devotion (bhakti), in spite of subject matter’s ultimate
ineffability.

Remarkably, the last performance of the evening was
also dedicated to a female embodiment of transcendent
wisdom, namely, the Bodhisattva Tara. A group of six
students sung a popular Tibetan prayer called the Seven
Verses of Supplication to Tara for Protection written
by Jigten Gonpo, the founder of the Drikung Kagyu
lineage of Tibetan Buddhism. According to tradition,
when Jigten Gonpo was staying in a cave after having
attained Enlightenment, he had a vision of the Seven
Taras, which prompted him to utter this supplication to
the seven aspects of Tara, the protectress: “Noble Lady,
Mother Goddess Tara, you dwell within the mother, the
unborn dharma-sphere. Giver of ease to all sentient ones,
please protect me from all peril ...”

I would like to thank all of participants for taking
time out of their busy schedules to prepare for this
event and encourage our other students to
consider participating next year. As
prof. Tzungkuen Wen said during the
event, giving a performance of this
kind is not only a good way of honing W 1%
one’s language skills, but is also :
a rare opportunity to practice
public speaking in a safe
and supportive environment,
applying our practice to begin
overcoming stage fright.
P A 13" century statue of

Prajiaparamita from Java,
Indonesia.

A student-exchange opp

maste! 1 am Ashwinii, an Indian

pursuing my Master’s in Chinese
Buddhism at Fo Guang University (FGU).
I have completed my Master’s in Indian
Buddhism (K.J. Somaiya Centre for
Buddhist Studies, Mumbai University,
India) in 2016 and I want to do my PhD in
the domain of Buddhist Studies pertaining
to the Indian texts translated into Chinese.
This is my second year in Taiwan and I

have had a pleasant living experience
so far! Since I am Indian, the
communal living and gender-
segregated atmosphere was not
entirely new to me.

I got to know about Dharma
Drum Institute of Liberal
Arts (DILA) through Prof.
Gao Mingdao who teaches
us Buddhist Chinese in the
first year of the Master’s in
Chinese Buddhism. One of my
seniors had praised the library at
DILA and several other students
had completed some Chan retreats
here. I had also met Prof. Weijen Teng at a
conference in FGU where he invited me to
visit DILA. I decided to formalize my visit
by enrolling for an exchange-based course
credit between the two universities, DILA
and FGU. So, in lieu of courses offered in
FGU, I took two classes in DILA: one on
Buddhist Philology, and a reading seminar

on Chinese Sutra translations.

The MA admin Rofee deserves

a special mention in my case
for speeding up the admission
formalities.

While I attended the
English-track MA program in
FGU:; the classes in DILA were
offered in Chinese. I instantly
realized the shortfall of my

Chinese in order to work in the
domain I had chosen. I was in
a class with students of native-
level ability, working on native

texts and instructed in their native
language. This was the first takeaway from
my experience. My second takeaway was
the availability of resources: the library. I
benefitted from the books and my teacher’s
guidance immensely. Finally, the academic
environment where native students discuss
problems (grammatical or ideological) in
interpretations of the canonical texts was

LLanguage Competition

ortunity for
studying Chinese Buddhist texts in Taiwan

©Ashwinii Rao (Visiting student/ M.A. graduate of K.J. Somaiya Centre for Buddhist Studies, Mumbai University)

of value to me as a learner and outsider
grappling with elementary Chinese
language. To understand how a native
person approaches certain academic issues,
is a perspective one can only pick up in
this dynamic classroom experience. I also
made some new friends who were regular
commuters with me on the bus rides to and
from DILA to Taipei.

That said, when I sent back pictures
from DILA to my friends and family, they
couldn’t believe I was attending classes.
They thought I was at a resort. And why
not?! But they had not even seen the best
views yet. | definitely enjoyed my time in
DILA, enjoying the scenery and taking in
the remarkable views, within the classroom
and outside alike!

Overall, I have had an all-round
enriching personal and academic experience
at DILA. I hope I have inspired other
international students to do an academic
exchange at DILA and benefit from it.
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