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16 Paul Ricoeur, Time and Narrative, Vol. 1 (Chicago and London: The University of Chicago Press,
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Conversations™) Texts”, The Journal of Asian Studies 50.3 (August, 1991), 574~603.
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Shen-hui and the Subject of Action in Emptiness

Chen-kuo Lin

Abstract

Being discontent with modern Ch’an historiography and philosophical
interpretations, in which Shen-hui (688-762) has always been pictured either as a
revolutionary evangelist or as a transcendental idealist, this article attempts to rewrite
Shen-hui’s Ch’an discourse by way of contextualizing metaphysics within the
narrative. In light of the hermeneutics of action (Paul Ricoeur) and the philosophy of
speech-act (J. L. Austin), this article refigures Shen-hui as a subject of action in
emptiness. The subject of action is no longer metaphysically grounded in the
transcendental mind. With the reference to the Diamond Sutra, the mind rather abides

in emptiness that can be disclosed through the analysis of narrative.

Keywords: Ch’an, Shen-hui, hermeneutics, narrative, Buddhism



