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Transforming the Polity in Modern Japan:
An Example for Understanding the Relationship

between Political Order and Life Significance

Huaichen Kan

Abstract

This paper figures out the type of polity in pre-modern East Asia, especially in
China and Japan. Confronting the challenges from Western imperialism, Japan began
her modernization. One dimension was to transform her polity from ‘tian-hsia’ (all
under the Heaven) to the nation-state. In the theory of ‘tian-hsia’, mankind’s life
significance was connected with the Heaven, articulated by the Son of the Heaven. In
the modern state, political powers arrange every person’s life .In the meantime,
mankind are lost in political systems, and steered by the nationalism. Perhaps we could

rethink the theory of East Asian Confucianism, finding some wisdom.

Keywords: nation-state, East Asian Confucianism, East Asian kingship, Modern

Japan, Mito School
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