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The e-Experience of
Humanized Consciousness

Only Studies the V

OFu Mei-ch'ing

The Origin

wenty-five years ago, based

on the idea of promoting
Consciousness-Only studies,
Master Sheng-Yen organized and
officially established the "Buddhist
Consciousness-Only Study Center"
in 1996 at the Chung-Hwa Institute
of Buddhist Studies in Beitou. In
addition to Master Sheng-Yen, the
main members at that time were
Venerable Huimin and professor
Lee Chi-fu. At that time, Mr. Lee
Chi-fu was implementing the
special research projects for the
National Science Council on the
Vijaapti-matrata-siddhi-sastra
and the Mahayanasamgraha,
and Mr. Chen Yi-piao (currently
associate professor of Foguang
University) and Mr. Chang Kuo-
yi (former associate professor
of Tamkang University, now
deceased), professor Yuen Pi-sheng
(formerly a researcher at Widuk
University in South Korea, now
deceased) and professor Tsai Po-
lang (currently associate professor
and vice-president of Dharma
Drum Institute of Liberal Arts)
served as research assistants and
undertook these projects. Since
these two research projects belong
to the field of Consciousness-
Only studies, with the strong
support of Master Sheng-Yen,
the implementation of the second
plan not only enabled the research
talents of the Consciousness-Only
researchers to be used, but also
provided the expectation that there
would be definite results in the field
of Consciousness-Only studies.

00 ~

inap

However, due to various reasons,
this research center was not able to

actively continue.

The Turning Point

In order to make teaching more
convenient and also to cater to
the needs of students, during the
years of teaching, Mr. Tsai Po-
lang’s teaching notes have been
compiled one by one based on the
Consciousness-Only scriptures.
In addition to including schematic
outlines of the scriptures, modern
punctuation, comparison between
texts, editorial notes has also been
carried out. Professor Tsai believes
that although this is very basic
research work, it is helpful to enable
one to quickly grasp the text and
understand the structure and essence
of Consciousness-Only theory.
Therefore, the results of these years
of work will be provided in the
form of a website database to all
those who are interested in the study
of Consciousness-Only for their
reference and use. Fortunately, this
idea was supported by Venerable
Guo Jing, Director of the Chung-
Hwa Institute of Buddhist Studies.
It was jointly implemented by the
Chung-Hwa Institute of Buddhist
Studies and the Drum School of
Arts and Sciences. Professor Tsai
Po-lang was the director, and
the Director of the Library and
Information Center, Hung Jen-
jou was the co-director, and the
project of the Vijiiapti-Matrata Text
Database was thus established,
beginning with the representative
work of Xuanzang's Vijaapti-

A VijAapti-matrata-sidahi
-$astra Database (http://

vms.dila.edu.tw/)
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matrata-siddhi-sastra.

The Aim

Since searching for information
and document comparison is
very time-consuming basic work,
and when Mr. Lee Chi-fu led the
implementation of the research
work, the Chinese Electronic
Buddhist Text Association
(CBETA) had not yet been
established. According to Mr. Tsali,
when the VijAapti-matrata-siddhi-
sastra and related work was being
carried out, when compiling the
contents of the commentaries,
the printed Taisho canon was
used to gradually type the words
and sentences into the computer,
which then underwent multiple
corrections. This work took a lot of
effort at the time, and if there were
a lot of different languages in the
materials, it would also consume
even more time and energy. The
Vijnapti-Matrata Text Database
hopes to solve such difficulties.
With CBETA's digital Buddhist
scriptures resources, through the
TEI mark-up method, a large
number of complex resources have
been integrated to assist the manual
processing of the basic work of
summarizing and sorting, so that
researchers can more conveniently
and quickly search and retrieve
relevant data for effective analysis
and discussion, and to achieve
the purpose of understanding
and research. However, this
undertaking could not be achieved
by humanities scholars alone.
It required the assistance of the
information engineering profession.
This also opened up the cause
of the cooperation between Tsai
Po-lang and Hung Jen-jou, who
then formed a project team, and
with the cooperation of engineers
Chou Pang-hsin and Lee Chi-
hsien, results are beginning to
show. Since its implementation
in 2016, the following projects
have been completed and made
public: "Vijaapti-matrata-siddhi-
Sastra Database" and "Vimsatika-
vijAapti-matrata-siddhi Database";
followed by "7rimsika-vijaapti-
karika Database" and "Madhyanta-
vibhaga-bhasya Database" has
been completed. The interface

and contents are currently being

updated, checked, and revised.

Once completed, they can be

publicly launched.

The Database Introduction

Generally speaking, when
studying Consciousness-Only
thought, researchers (especially
beginners) face the following

main issues with Consciousness-

Only scriptures: the texts of the

Chinese translations of ancient
books are difficult to understand;
the language of Buddhist scriptures
(Sanskrit, Tibetan) takes time
to study, and the entry barrier
is relatively high; the number
of related Consciousness-Only
scriptures is huge and it is time-
consuming to search through
the literature. Therefore, at the
beginning of the creation of the
database, the main goal was to
solve these difficulties, and from the
user's point of view, to create more
intuitive and user-friendly functions
for the interface. Each database
has a different layout according
to different texts, for example:
"Vijaapti-matrata-siddhi-sastra
Database" is based on the Vijaapti-
matrata-siddhi-sastra, and the four
commentaries of three generations
of Xuanzang's direct disciples: the
essays comprising Kuiji's "Cheng
weishilun shuji", "Cheng weishi lun
shouyao", Huizhao's "Cheng weishi
lun liaoyi deng" and Zhizhou's
"Cheng weishi lun yanmi" are the
main contents of the compilation,
emphasizing the four commentaries'
arrangement of the corresponding
paragraphs of the annotated
Vijaapti-matrata-siddhi-sastra.
With the guidance of the schematic
outlines, it is very convenient to
click on the annotations of the
paragraph when reading, and creates
a comfortable reading environment
with extremely simple operations,
which will make it more helpful to
understand the interpretation of the
Faxiang School of Consciousness-
Only thought under Xuanzang's

system. While saving labor and
time-consuming search and
comparisons, it enables one to focus
on deepening one's understanding
and study of Consciousness-Only.
Moreover, some notes, punctuation,
parentheses, glossaries and
diagrams have been thoughtfully
added to the difficult scriptures.
The design of these supplementary
readings is mainly to help beginners
to read and learn, and also to
provide some resources for teachers.
Another important design feature
is that all resources in the database
can be downloaded in Word file
format, which makes it convenient
for researchers to edit the texts
by themselves, which is also very
helpful for teaching and self-study.

The Prospect

In the future, the Vijnapti-
Matrata Text Database is
scheduled to continue to build
the Chinese version of the
Samdhi-nirmocana-siitra, the
Mahayanasamgraha and other
important Chinese translations,
Sanskrit texts, and even modern
language translations, Sanskrit
analysis and other materials. The
collection and design of important
theories on Consciousness-Only
learning provides both beginners
and teaching researchers with a
more complete, more convenient
and user-friendly integrated
digital resource platform for
Consciousness-Only studies, in
the hope of extending Master
Sheng-Yen's vision and value of
a "Buddhist Consciousness-Only
Study Center".

w=  Vijhapti-Matrata Text Database:

" ¢ https://vmtd.dila.edu.tw/

Team:

Design Directors: Tsai Po-lang, Hung Jen-jou.

Project Engineers: Lee Chi-hsien, Chou Pang-hsin.

Project Assisstant: Fu Mei-ch’ing

E-mail: vijmat28@gmail.com
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