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A Study on the Backlighting of Buddhist Statues Based on

the Chinese Translated Sutras before the Fifth Century

ABSTRACT

This study focuses on the backlighting of Buddhist statues based on the Chinese
translated sutras before the fifith century. My study will mainly focus on the textual study,
interpretation and analysis, meanwhile using the statue of the Buddha as an example, to
explore the profound meaning conveyed by the "Buddha's Light". The research approach
is as follows: (1) A philological study on its historical background (2) The definitions and
meanings of the backlighting images (3) A research on the origins and contexts of the
related Chinese texts, using the theme, appearance, and subject matter of the statue
backlight as clues. First of all, this study explicates the origins of the Indian Buddhist art
statues. I will explore the whole evolution of change from Buddhist pagodas to humanlike
statues, including its procedure, reasons, influences and its prototype; I will then try to
find out their differences and methods of practice based on the texts of the maha-
purusalaksana. Furthermore, I will clarify their characteristics, meanings, types, purposes,
colors of light and also the differences between "permanent light" and "radiant light" and
then the place where the light shines. Finally, following the contexts of the problem, I
will, one by one, analyze, interpret, and discusses the Buddhist texts and hope to grasp

the whole picture.

This thesis uses the backlight of the sculptural Buddha statue in the relics of Buddhist
statues before the fifth century as an example and studies the shape, style and subject
matter of the backlight. Firstly, in regards to the Indian statues before the fifth century,
we discuss the shape and characteristics of the backlight of the Buddha statues of
Gandhara Mathura and individually examine the group portraits such as the serving bowls
of the Four Heavenly Kings, the group of the Brahma and Emperor Shakki, the group of
Avalokite$vara and Maitreya Bodhisattva and also the subject matters of Three Daobao
Ladders and of Buddha teaching Dharma for his mother in the Heven of Trayastrimsa.
I will clarify the contexts of their developments and their characteristics by bridging the
relationship between appearances of the backlit of the Buddha statues and the texts.
Secondly, I will discuss the characteristics of the backlight of the later Gandhara
"Flaming-shouldered Buddha" statue. As regards to the concept of the Dharmakaya of the

"seven Buddhas of the past", I will expound the meaning of the six paramitas and the



origin of the Chinese Buddhist scriptures. Basing on the Chinese texts, I will examine
how the Flame Shoulder Buddha has been named and when and why his statue was made
and also the evolution of the statue. Finally, I will study and analyze other backlit themes,
such as the Great Miracle at Sravasti, the story of subduing the poisonous dragon and
three Kasyapas, and Dipankara Buddha’s Prophecy for the Manava Bodhisattva, and

identify the possible sources of these stories in the Chinese Buddhist texts.

I also explore the backlight and characteristics of the Chinese Buddha statues before
the fifth century. On the basis of the characteristics of the backlight of the statues of the
Five Hus and Sixteen Kingdoms period, I make a survey on the evolution of the changes
of the image of the Buddha's head with a high buns, the flame pattern on his shoulders,
the meaning of the four colored lights and the monk-attendant-disciples. I then use the
backlight of the gilt-bronze seated statue of Sakyamuni Buddha in the first year of Taihe
in the Northern Wei Dynasty as an example and analyze the possible connection between
the "Treasure Buddha" and the concept of the Dharma body of the "Seven Buddhas". 1
try to demonstrate the fusion and transformation of the idea of "two Buddhas sitting side
by side" in Lotus Sutra and also explain the origin and evolution of the Buddhist scriptures
concerning Buddha's birth and four dragons spitting water to bathe Buddha in Chinese
Buddhist texts. I also discuss the relationship between the appearance of the backlight
and the historical background at that time in order to further clarify and explain the
characteristics, inherited styles and deep meanings of the backlight of the Buddha statues,
hoping to unearth from the classical literature historical materials that have not been found
by predecessors, and prove the close relationship between classical literature and statue-
making so as to provide a reliable and credible reference for the study of the backlight of
Buddhist statues.

Keywords : Backlight, maha-purusalaksana, Statues, Sunshine image Light, Flaming-
shouldered Buddha, Gandhara.
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(40. 5 fZ#AHIE - 107588 ) EFHAEDL -

% HEEST o ([ ELSEEdLEEE) 495h 0 http://agama.buddhason.org/DN/index.htm  (2021/05/2)
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(Fhaii B Rt EAE) & 1 PEE A2 281~307 %) \4
(FIELE) &2 PHE 2RI 306 5%) \4
(EElTEdE) & 28 (FWAMSE 36) | WE (BIHEZE (19397 3%) v v
(=50 20 - R0 - JEPE)
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Ayamettha dhammata. > {(§%f) (Majjhimanikaya) 123 4% ‘‘Evametam, ananda [evametam ananda
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metam, bhante, bhagavato sutam, sammukha patiggahitam— ‘sattahajate, ananda, bodhisatte bodhisattamata
kalam karoti, tusitam kayam upapajjati’ti. Yampi, bhante ...pe... idampaham, bhante, bhagavato

acchariyam abbhutadhammam dharemi.
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