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A study of the First stage Bodhisattvas’Practice and Realization in

Dasabhimika-varga of Avatamsaka-siitra

Summary

The purpose of the Bodhisattva's practice in the Mahavaipulya- buddhavatamsaka-siitra

(KT EfhzERE4K ) is to seek the Buddha Dharma above and save sentient beings
below. The ‘Dasabhiimi ka- varga ( 3ffiii) (Ten Stages)’ can be said to be the core
of the entire siitra. This article discusses about the ‘Pramudita-bhami (Joyful Stage/ #%
B )’ of the ‘Dasabhiimi ka- varga’. The content of the stage focuses on dana-paramita

as the main practice, free from the five fears, and initiates the ten major vows.

According to the organizational structure of the Avatamsaka-sttra, the practice of
various bodhisattvas can be divided into faith, understanding, practice, realization the
stages of bodhisattva practice; in other words, it is called gradual door(f 77 ['Y), which
refers to the practice from shallow to deep, such as the stages of ten faiths(-/3), ten
abodes(-f{F), ten practices(-+17), ten devotions of merit(-72[a]), ten stages(+-3ih),
virtual enlightenment(3£44.) and wonderful enlightenment(#)%2) phase. But from the
point of view of the Avatamsaka’s ‘One-Vehicle Teaching(—3E%{)’, one person takes
all positions, and all positions take one person. Although on the one hand, it is explained
in the way of Bodhisattva's gradual practice, on the other hand, it will not hinder the
harmonious spirit ([E]#) of Avatamsaka. When discussing the practice of Bodhisattva
in the first stage, we will not interpret the scriptures from the surface, but only by
overviewing all the stages and all the practices in different perspectives can we deeply

understand the overall comprehensive meaning.

This thesis is based on the Sixty Avatamsaka as the main document. From this scripture,
the author can learn about the Bodhisattva's practice in different stages. Regarding of
the ‘Initial-stage of Bodhisattva (3, gij = [ )’ spractice, the Beginning Teaching (%A
27 ) and the Final Teaching (4% %) of the Three-Vehicles (= 3f€ ) mentioned that the
two have different views on the ‘Initial-stage Bodhisattva’. Beginning Teaching has

called the four stages as ‘Merits-accumulation Stage (& f& fiZ. ). But the ten faiths (-

il



{Z) of Final Teaching (%% % ) are merely practices but not stages (G&{TIEAL), while
ten abodes, ten practices, ten devotions of merit as being called as ‘three

3

virtuous stage (=& fir)’or ¢ comprehension and practice stage (fig171r)’
in the commentary of "The Awakening of Faith". Faith, besides, is only a ‘the Unified
Vehicle’s perfect teaching (— 3f€ [B] )’ practice as an action, instead of a position.
The ten abodes, ten practices, and ten devotions of merit are called the three virtuous
positions or the solution positions. In addition, for the One Vehicle of Perfection
Teaching, this article refers to the patriarch thoughts of the Avatamsaka School and the
Dharani of the language and text of the Chapter of Siddham, to see the relationship

between the practice of ‘Pramudita-bhiimi (Joyful Stage)’.

keywords : Avatamsaka-siitra, Pramudita-bhtimi, Great Compassion, three vehicles ,

the Unified Vehicle’s perfect teaching
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