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Religion-Regime Relations in the Seventh to Ninth Centuries
Tibet with a Comparison to the Tang Dynasty

ABSTRACT

Buddhism was initially introduced into Tubo Dynasty during the reign of
King srong btsan sgam po in the 7th century and taken its root through active
propagation of various kings from the 7th to the 9th centuries in the creation
of Tibetan language, the translation of Buddhist scriptures, the construction of
monasteries. The establishment of Sangha community and Sangha officers, and
the enhancement of the Sangha's status in the society. As Buddhist influences
infiltrated the regime of the Tubo Dynasty, monks also assisted the kings in
the establishment of kingship. The flourishment of Tibetan politics and
religion in this period depended on the good and close relationships between
monks and kings. This subtle relationship not only had an effect on national
policies but also brought insidious impact on the development of Buddhism.

By the 9th century, King 'khri gtsug lde btsan'’s continuous support in
Buddhist policy had gradually caused the grievance in ministers believing in
Bon religion, and eventually led to the suppression on Buddhism. Buddhists
were attacked, and Tibet face national turmoil which led to the state collapse.
Meanwhile, the Tang Dynasty also encountered the persecution of Buddhism.
Comparing the Buddhist persecution in these two countries, this study suggest
that differences in cultural background and civilization of the ruler possibly
contributed to the severity of persecution. These are three aspects to be
considered: (1) the development of Buddhism and the kings’ contributions from
the 7th to 9th centuries; (2) the interactions of the Tibetan royal families,
Buddhism, and the Bon religion; (3) a comparison of the kings’ policies in
Buddhism between the Tubo Dynasty and Tang Dynasty.

Keywords: Tubo Politics and Religion, Tang Politics and Religion,
Persecution of Buddhism, Buddhism believer, Bon believer.
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