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Learning the Meaning of Life: Becoming a

Warm-hearted Ash Burial Volunteer

ABSTRACT

This thesis, as a reflection of my real and spiritual life up to now, was inspired my
experience as a volunteer of the Jinshan Environmental Burial Park in New Taipei City.
As it is not possible to reflect on all aspects of my life in a short thesis, I chose a few
subjects which had greater impact on my life. In the process, I incidentally found that
most of the subjects I chose are related to relations with my mother. Subjects narrated in
this thesis are as follows: Chapter one “Preface” briefly talks about the title, inspiring
references, and methodology. The second chapter “The Genesis,” explains how I
struggled through the hindrance of my own mind and came to terms with writing a
narrative of my life. The third, “Looking Back,” reflects stories of my early life and
describes how those sweet/bitter experiences nurtured my growth. The forth, “Intriguing
Experiences of Different Time and Space,” explains my experiences through participating
in different religious activities gradually helped me to realize my purpose of this life. Also,
how I, through different dreams, understood the meaning of life. The fifth, “Practice of
Repentance that Transforms My Life,” discussing the peacefulness and calmness I felt
through participating in various repentance ceremonies, which started with fulfilling the
will of mother, unexpectedly open the door for my journey of searching the essence of
mind. Chapter six “Volunteer of the Jinshan Environmental Burial Park,” discusses my
gradual involvement in the process of the final tribute to life, my learning through the
experience, and a deep sense that taking the Bodhisattva Path definitely benefits not only
the sentient beings, but mostly to myself. Finally, “Concluding Remarks,” describes my
understanding so far of the Buddha Dharma through my life experience, and for that how
much I am grateful to my mother, my father, the Buddha, the Dharma, the Sangha, and

all the sentient beings.

Keywords: Religious Experience, Prey, Repentance, Life Education, Ash Burial
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on the Bodhisattva Path). |
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