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The Origin and Evolution of Buddhist Tenets (grub mtha’) in India
and Tibet: Centered on Annotated Translation and Study on Ship for

Entering the Ocean of Tenets from the Second Dalai Lama

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to observe the evolution of formation of
grub mtha’. Grub mtha’, called siddhanta in Sanskrit, is a collection of
Indian Buddhist philosophy, and describes the thought of various schools,
including (but not limited to) the four major schools, Tantric and non-
Buddhist schools. We can see many treatises to describe the point of view
of the various schools in the bsTan 'gyur, but “siddhanta” was not used as
the title at that time. Both of the grub mtha’used “view” (Ita ba).as the
title in 9th century. In'the later period, a large number of grub mtha’
written by the masters of different sects in Tibetan Buddhism and began

299

to use “grub mtha’” as a title. But the contents of each texts were not the
same, and so were the name of schools .

Therefore, I use the method of literature analysis to describe the
correlation between Indian and Tibetan texts, describe how the Tibetan
masters learned the buddhist philosophy from Indian treatises, and write
his own text in describing the tenets of each Indian school. Next, I try to
study on Ship for Entering the Ocean of Tenets, written by the second
Dalai Lama, and compare it to another grub mtha’ in Gelug. To establish
the inheritance of buddhist thoughts in Gelug.

Finally, I expect to establish the continuity of buddhist thoughts

from India to Tibet by a macro perspective.

Keywords: Grub mtha’, siddhanta, the Second Dalai Lama
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