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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to explore the dimensions of other culture interactions among
post-disaster Tzu Chi recipients in the same disaster area, which was not only related to the
content of the disaster experiences, but also related to the positions of the social structure. The
objects were two recipients who experienced the disaster in Great East Japan Earthquake.
Taking the ethnographic participant observation approach, this research analyzed the helping
behaviors of the two post-disaster recipients, a female Chinese J and a male Japanese G.

The results of the research were four. First, although the Tzu Chi Culture that the post-disaster
recipients came into contact with was different from recipients’ own traditional culture
connotations, the compassionate nature of Guanyin and the humanistic meaning of bamboo
could serve as an opportunity for the post-disaster recipients to interact with Tzu Chi Culture.
Secondly, the disaster experience of Recipient J was the bereavement of a daughter, coupled
with the immigrant and middle-aged female social structure position, prompting her to actively
learn the norms of Tzu Chi Culture. Recipient J was highly inclined to learn about Tzu Chi
Culture on a religious dimension, forming a religious interaction in needs and dependencies. At
the same time, she learned the Tzu Chi Culture in Japanese society, forming a phenomenon of
adapting to dual other cultures. The difference was that the disaster experience of the Recipient
G was the loss of some buildings. In addition, he was a local and elder man in Japan social
structure, and he had the literacy of traditional warrior culture. Therefore, his interaction with
Tzu Chi Culture was charitable feedback, interacting with equality. Third, since Tzu Chi was
an international organization, under special situations, it could surpass the solid Japanese social
structure and form a super-social structure. Therefore, Recipients G could participate in Tzu
Chi's international charity fundraising activities in rural areas, and at the same time practiced
his traditional culture norms. Fourth, the transformative power of post-disaster recipients. Tzu
Chi's " Bamboo Banks’ Model" was to integrate scattered human resources, leisure time and
coins into a whole. Through the Bamboo Banks’ Model, post-disaster recipients not only
benefited personally, but also created economic resources and human care for the overall post-
disaster, forming a Compound Effect in Japan social well-being.

In brief, the other culture interaction taken the two post-disaster recipients as an example
implied that Tzu Chi Culture, as a sub culture, had the meaning of existence in Japan social
structure.

Key Words: Other Culture Interaction, Post-disaster Recipient, Bamboo Banks’ Model,
Dual Other Cultures, Super-social Structure, Compound Effect
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