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On Asvabhava’s Doctrine of Three Natures
—— Focus on the Chinese Translation of His
Mahayanasamgraha-bhasya

ABSTRACT

Scant scholarly attention has been paid to Asvabhava, an acaryah within
the Indian Yogacara tradition. Consequently, our understanding of his
unique Yogacara doctrine remains underdeveloped. This thesis aims to
address this gap by centering on the "three natures™ theory within Xuan
Zang's translation of Asvabhava's Mahayanasamgraha-bhasya and critically
examining Xuan Zang’s interpretation and reception of it.

I demonstrate that within Xuan Zang's translation of Asvabhava's
Mahayanasamgraha-bhasya, the paratantra-laksana exhibits a double
parikalpita-laksana is composed of "grahya" and "grahaka" and the
"parikalpana” and ‘"parikalpya"™ under "namalambana"™ are also the
parikalpita-laksana. The parinispanna-laksana is the unchanging tathata, and
is also known as the pure paratantra-svabhava. Samasama of Bodhisattva
means "alambana" and "alambaka" are both nonexistent. This is called the

"already-attained" parinispanna-svabhava.

To highlight the three natures doctrine in Asvabhava's teachings, this
study employs a textual comparison, utilizing Xuan Zang's translation of
Vasubandhu's Mahayanasamgraha-bhasya. In Vasubandhu's text, the
paratantra-laksana lacks a "dichotomy"™ structure. Both "vijfiapti” and
is "grahya". The "parikalpya" under "namalambana" is also characterized as
parikalpita-laksana. Samasama of Bodhisattva means the "tathata" as the
"alambana" and the "jiana" as the "alambaka" are like emptiness without
"grahya" and "grahaka". The "attained" parinispanna-svabhava negates all
vijnapti, implying the elimination of the paratantra-svabhava of "vitatha-
vikalpa”.

In the eyes of Xuan Zang, due to the resemblance between the teachings
of Asvabhava's Mahayanasamgraha-bhasya and Darmapala’s propositions in
the Cheng Weishi Lun, the Faxiang School has also selectively adapted it.
Both texts recognize the paratantra-laksana as a "dichotomy", agreeing on
the parikalpita-laksana involving both "grahya" and "grahaka". However, in
the interpretation of "parikalpya", Asvabhava and Vasubandhu emphasize
"namalambana" as the foundation, a point less emphasized in the Cheng
Weishi Lun and its commentaries. Hence, it is apparent that Dharmapala and
the Faxiang School emphasize the significance of bija more strongly than
Asvabhava by equating "parikalpya" and "alambana pratyaya". Furthermore,
given the substantial divergence in the "dichotomy" structure between
Dharmapala and Asvabhava, their views on the realization of the
parinispanna-svabhava also significantly differ.

Keywords: Asvabhava, three natures (trisvabhava), Xuan Zang,
Mahayanasamgraha-bhasya, Cheng Weishi Lun
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(Vasubandhu writes, “When there is nothing to grasp, there
is no grasping.” This line is about finding liberation from
suffering not by letting go, but by realizing there is nothing
to hold. When joined with knowing the imaginary and
dependent natures, this teaching shows that there is nothing
to grasp, what we do always matters, and what we do is

always collective.® )
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