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The Buddhist Monastic Perspective on Filial Piety:
A Case Study of Monks from the Dhammakaya Temple, Thailand

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to understand the way for practicing filial piety in
Theravada Buddhism. What are the ways to carry out the concept of filial piety? The
researcher's family is an overseas Chinese in Thailand. Since childhood, the family

education has put a great emphasis on "respect and filial piety" to my personal growth.

Being a monk in Thailand for 25 years, I have learned about how to return the favor
of my parents in Theravada Buddhism. Also, [ had another great chance to study in a well-
known Chinese Buddhism- The Liberal Art Institute for eight years totally, by taking an
undergraduate and postgraduate program consecutively. I was quite inspired and
impressed by learning about how to practice filial piety from two distinctive aspects of

Chinese Buddhism and Theravada Buddhism.

following study purposes as follows: (1) The definition of filial piety and the
methods of practicing filial piety from the suttas. (2) The methods Master Sheng-yen used
to lead the laities to practice in Buddhism. (3) The literature review of the other
predecessors for becoming a short-term monk as a way of repaying parents in Theravada
Buddhism. (4) The realization of how to repay the parents with filial piety to Thai masters

and Chinese masters.

It is divided into three aspects: "Discussion of Classical Documents", "Discussion of
Master Sheng-yen's Documentary Records", and "Discussion of Contemporary
Documents" as three main domains of the study. Regarding of the promotion of filial piety,
the way of how a monk or Buddhist practitioner should carry out the concept of filial
piety into daily lives will be focused. Those methods are through physical and mental
aspects with Buddhist concept. This study, therefore, is an extension of the sutta research
based on my own cultural background, the literature review from Master Shen-yen, and

the contemporary literature review as three main discussions.

Keywords: the practice of filial piety, Buddhist monk, a short-term monk, Dhamma-kaya

Temple in Thailand
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Gotama Buddha, 7 vols., ed. V. Fausbel. London: Pali Text Society, 1877-1897.
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