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An Exploration of Early Maitreya Belief in China
—Centered on Masters Daoan and Huiyuan

ABSTRACT

The belief in Maitreya can be divided into two stages: "Ascending to
Tushita Heaven" and "Descending to Earth". However, when I was reading
secondary resources, I read Wang Xuemei's "An Examination of the
Characters of Dao'an's "Tongshu Rebirth in Tushita"", and then I realized
that Master Huiyuan also made a vow to be reborn in Tushita with his master
(Dao'an). However, he later transferred to the Pure Land of Amitabha. What
was the turning point? One is a pioneer in advocating the Maitreya faith in
China (Dao'an), and the, other is a pioneer.in advocating the Pure Land of
Amitabha in China (Hui Yuan). The relationship between the two is master
and disciple, so the author was motivated to write this paper. [ would like to

discuss this paper to resolve the doubtful issues.

Through this discussion, it is revealed that both masters are pioneers of
the Pure Land (Maitreya Pure Land and Amitabha Pure Land). This will give
the author a much clear idea of where Master Daoan wanted to be reborn in
the Pure Land of Maitreya. And what is the reason and connection between
his disciples who originally aspired to go to Tusita Heaven but changed their
mind to the Pure Land of Amitabha? In order to justify the issue, it is hoped
to facilitate one for the future research. This study mainly focuses on the

document analysis and the collected historical research as methods by



organizing, analyzing and evaluating the relevant historical materials and

documents.

This article discusses the differences between Daoan and Huiyuan in
their Pure Land beliefs. By analyzing the monk practices of Daoan and
Huiyuan, Daoan is a Buddhist leader with a positive worldly spirit. Maitreya
belief is a form of Buddhist belief with a worldly tendency, so Daoan choses
Maitreya Tushita in terms of belief. On the other hand, the Pure Land is
Huiyuan chooses to be a Buddhist leader with a typical transcendental spirit.
Amitabha belief is a form of Buddhist belief with obvious transcendental
characteristics. In addition, the "Amitabha Sutra" was translated at that time,
because the "Amitabha Sutra" is Kumarajiva translated it, and Huiyuan and
Kumarajiva also exchanged letters. There were also various factors in the
background of the time.-These internal and \external factors led Huiyuan

finally to choose Amitabha Pure Land in terms of belief.
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