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The Development and Practices of the Pure
Land Buddhism
. in the cases of Venerable Zhiyu of Xilian

Jingyuan

ABSTRACT

Pure Land Nembutsu is one of the most important practices in Chinese
Buddhism. It not only purifies the mind and focuses on meditation, but also serves
as a path to Mahayana'wisdom. In the beginning, there were two major schools of
thought on Pure Land, namely the Western Paradise and the Eastern Pure Land of
Wonderful Happiness, but the latter was gradually neglected, and the Western Pure
Land beliefs centered on the Pure Land of Amitabha became the mainstream.

In Taiwan, Pure Land Buddhism is one of the main streams of development,
with recitation of the Buddha's name being the most widely spread. Venerable Zhi
Yu has been a longtime advocate of this Dharma and has had a profound impact on
the development of Pure Land Buddhism in Taiwan. He is not only a profound
theorist, but also a practical practitioner. Venerable Wisdom explains that “aseity and
karma is the use of consciousness, and karma and aseity is the body of consciousness,”
revealing that karma is aseity and aseity is karma, and pioneers the “Nembutsu
Samadhi,” which is a gradual progression from worldly karma to the realm of the

Noetic Principle of No-Mind.



Throughout his life, Venerable Zhi Yu focused on the Buddha's Nembutsu,
maintaining the practice of meditation and wisdom at all times, and enlightening all
sentient beings on the path to liberation. He views the Buddha's Nembutsu for rebirth
in the Pure Land as an excellent means of introducing the truth of the Dharma. At the
same time, he has opened up the vastness of the Pure Land, which includes the Pure
Land of all the Buddhas, and upholds the vow of benefiting all sentient beings,
guiding them from the shallow to the deep through the use of wisdom and
convenience.

In contemporary Taiwan, there are many other monks and masters who advocate
Pure Land Buddhism, but there is still a lack of specialized research on the Pure Land
teachings of Master Zhi Yu. In this study, we intend to analyze his manuscripts,
writings, and religious literature, to explore in-depth the doctrinal concepts and
practical methods of his Pure Land Nembutsu, and to. compare and analyze them with
other contemporary Pure Land teachings in Taiwan, to reveal their distinctive
features, and to further analyze the influence of Venerable Zhi Yu on the
development of contemporary Pure Land Buddhism in Taiwan, as well as the

significance of the times.

Key Words: Venerable Zhi-Yu » Nirvana, Nembutsu Samadhi, Noble Truth, Western Paradise
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