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Zhu Xi’s Discussion about ‘““Interpretation of

the classics’ and “Cultivation of the Self”’

Wei-chieh Lin

This article brings up the discussion of Zhu Xi about his discourse of the
relationship between “the extension of knowledge” and “‘self-cultivation”. It consists of
three sections: in the first section I suggest an analogy between “the interpretation of
texts” and “the investigation of things” and point out that a prominent text (classics) is
not a wu (thing), but a manifestation of dao in this analogy. In the second I argue that
Zhu Xi treats methods or attitudes towards text-interpretation as good virtues. This
topic of “attitudes as virtue” by Zhu Xi can also be viewed as an analytic proposition
“Text-interpretation is nothing else as the self-cultivation.” In other words, cultivation
of the self lies in the interpretation of texts. In the third section I examine a typical
hermeneutic thought that the content of prominent texts can always have an influence
on the cultivation of interpreter. Thereby I come to the conclusion that the latter
(synthetic) proposition affords the connection between interpretation and praxis, and
the former (analytic) creates a possible reconciliation between methodology and

cultivation.

Keywords: interpretation of the classics, cultivation, investigation of things, method,
attitude
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