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The Relationship of Bushido and Zen

Chiang Kun-chiang*

Abstract

This paper mainly analyzes that bushido usually learned from the spirit of Zen or
Buddhism on many fulfillments and the principles. In section 2, I point out the history
background about Japanese samurai deeply indulged in Buddhism or Zen. Buddhism
or Zen almost was believed by samurai, so the Buddhism also combined closely with
national political power together. In Section 3, I analyze two swordsman who
Miyamoto Musashi and Yakyu Munenori were enlightened from Zen’s confines in
those “sincere mind”, “ordinary mind”, “remove pigheaded mind” and “emptiness with
without” etc,. I also explain that swordsman learned Zen to promote their
swordsmanship to unite the Zen and samurai. In Section 4, after investigating and
comparing the “enlightenments” and the “commandments” of Zen and samurai, I point
out Zen and samurai eventually have different objects on “enlightenment” but they
have still the same place on the awakening method of life and death. In the last section,
I use the relationship of Zen and samurai to reflect the problem that Japanese Zen

combined with nationalism.

Key words: Bushido, Zen, samurai, Japan Buddhism
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