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The Aesthetic Implication of the Concept of
“Shen’’: the Confucian Understanding and its

Relations with Taoism and Zen

Chen Chao-ying*

Abstract

This paper attempts to explore the aesthetic features of the concept of “Shen” and
its intellectual connections with Confucianism, Taoism and Zen. Most Contemporary
scholars tend to argue that Taoism and Zen exert exclusive influence upon the theory
of Chinese Painting. That is to say, Confucianism makes no contribution to the birth
and development of the spirit of Chinese Painting. This paper tries to propose a
different perspective by excavating the Confucian impact on the theory of Chinese

Painting.

Key words: “shen” , aesthetics, Confucianism, Taoism, Zen
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