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Daochuo and Shandao’s Concept of Repentance

The End of Dharma and the Samadhi of Buddha Recitation

as the Core of Discussion

Chen Chien-huang
Associate Professor, Dept. of Chinese Language and Literature
National Pingtung University of Education

Abstract

The trend for the concept of the end of dharma in China had its origins in the
Southern and Northern dynasties. All schools had their own perspectives on
repentance. Scholars such as Zhiyi (538-597) and Daoxuan (596-667) formulated a
set of Buddhist rituals and practices for repentance based on meticulous doctrinal
interpretation. As far as Pure Land teaching is concerned, due to the advent of the
end of dharma, the world has become a terrible world with the “five defilements,”
and sentient beings’ spiritual inclinations have become insignificant. Therefore,
only through repentance and Buddha recitation, can they take rebirth in the Pure
Land of Amitabha Buddha to liberate themselves from suffering, birth, aging and
death.

Among the preachers of Pure Land teaching, Daochud (562-645) was the first
to integrate repentance and the concept of the end of dharma into his tenets. He is
considered to have established the Pure Land School. His disciple, Shanddo (613-
681?), was deeply influenced by his views, but Shanddo had also developed his
own tenets. Shanddo advocated repentance and extinguishing one’s sins, and
verbally reciting Amitabha Buddha’s name. Shanddo also proselytized on the
practice of the Samadhi in Buddha recitation.

As Shanddo reached a high level meditative concentration, he went to visit
Daochuo. He went into a state of meditative concentration in order to see
Daochud’s karma. Daochuo often practiced Banzhou sanméi xingfd Fft =17
7% practice of reaching meditative concentration) and Fangdéng sanméi chanfd
(FFE=BREE a Samadhi repentance ritual), Shanddo had written a number of
publications on the topic of repentance such as Guannidn Amituofo xianghdi
sanméi gongdé fiimeén (B ITRIE WAL = I EAPD, ingti fashi zan GF-1-
ERE), Wangshéng lizanji (E418:E18) and Banzbou sanméi wdngshéng zan
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FESF=BRIEAED. In these works, Shanddo used the term “repentance” more than
one hundred times. Thus it can be concluded that repentance is an important
concept in Pure Land teaching. And repentance has a close relation to meditation
and verbal Buddha recitation. In the minds of Shanddo and Daochuo, repentance is

an essential part of meditation.

Keywords: Daochud; Shanddo; repentance; the end of dharma; the Samadhi of
Buddha recitation
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