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35 Origins of the Gandharan Style: A Study of Contributory Influences, p. 25, PL. 27,
Standing image of a Boddhisattva, from Gandhara, British Museum, no. 1880-72.
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49 EEIAR SRV £ HL R, C. Sharma, Buddhist Art Mathura School, p. 206 ;
hi£: R, PL. 128, An outstanding image of the Buddha, rich nimbus, thin drapery,
rippling folds, serene expression mound, 5th century A.D., red sandstone, from
Jamalpur mond, Mathura Museum, no. A. 5 °

50 [E k5] 0 p207; PL. 129, Buddha image of same quality, 5th century A.D., buff
sandstone, from Mathuri, now in the President’s House (424%/f) , New Delhi.

51 [ %5 > p. 207, PL. 130, Standing Buddha, halo missing, red sandstone 5th century
A.D., from Mathura, Indian Museum, Calcutta no. M. 13.



P52 EBUHESERHES (ERE 100 )

G ISHFIRPETE 434435 CEARITG - BUBEIE S R VBN AEMEL - i
Bl R LS M L TE (R AP 52 — - S — B 1R
R+ BRI{THIRSCGHIF © Ghatita Dinnena » #8727 B SEH R (F BBEZIE T 40
(Dinna) HJ45 - fEAEIEPHIEEE FAVITEEIR - Belia ol LRESE © TEREZI7E
SER R IRBH LIRS F9 Yasadinna S/ T4Y » 574 (R (r B BEATR A
BRI - 52

5. BRIELLSN - EE TGS — SRR T - BTG
T FelPhh AT AR BT S PR « ORI PR R
IS (Chamunda) » STEVE » BE(RTETT 5 tH4d  REIREHHEZIE T
2 B TR HTA 5 RS X O R O (R 2 2 — - (BT
B CR R RSRIEEES  AEHISIIEE « BTAAE IS
Y R T+ ST B ) SR 8 e 2 SRR S B AR S (1B
26) « 53

TR A T AR R+ S S B B 52 P T 4
HEVE TR b BRI (L » SEAk T BLAERE IR b S E RS R G
T BT AT S B R - 4 SRR R T 5
H4E P B T L P LRI - B0 SRS R IL SRS 248 -
254 ~ 259 ~ 263 YRRIPHIHHG : 55 WL 160 SRRIFEE 7 9% - 9 9% 21 Bk

52 [F_ k5] 0 p. 207; PL. 133, Standing Buddha image recording the name of the sculptor
Dinna (] 4/ ) date in the year 115 (A.D. 434-435), red sandstone, from Govindnagar,
Mathuria, Mathura Museun, no. 76.25

53 [E 5] 0 p. 211; PL. 142, Head of the Buddha An outstanding spicemen of Mathura
art, Gupta period, 5th century A.D., red sandstone, from Chamunda mound, Mathura,
Mathura Museum, no. 49.3510 °

54 £ H R. C. Sharma, Buddhist Art Mathura School, Section7, Buddha in the Art Mathura
(FRBRZEESTRAVEEFE) - pp. 135-159 -
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59 R. C. Sharma, Buddhist Art Mathura School, Section 9, Mathura and Other Schools of
Art (FREEZRBLEABRATRIR ) |, pp. 221-232, “The Sarnith style follows the graceful
technique and may be considerde as further improvement of the Mathura trait”, the
mostremarkable and distinguishing feature of the Sarnath style is the foldless wet
drapery, op. cit. p. 230.
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60 R, C. Sharma, Buddhist Art Mathura School, pp. 201-202, PL. 125, Standing Buddha
image in stalled by Jayabhatta in yasa vihara dated in the year 230 (A.D. 308), buff
sandstone, from Katra, Mathura, State Museum, Lucknow no. B. 10.
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61 |5 32| » pp. 203-204, PL.126, Buddha standing in abhaya pose, foldless drapery
remarkable, ¢, 4th century A.D., buffstone, from Govindnagar, Mathura Museum, no.
76.26.

62 |5 |3#2] > pp. 208-209, PL. 138, Buddha torso with foldless drapery, Gupta period,
S5th century A.D., red sandstone, from Govindnagar, Mathura in custody of
Archaeological surver of India, New Delhi °
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63 a.7J. G. Willias, The Art of the Gupta India (New Jersey: Princeton University Press,
1982), p. 77, PL. 91.

b. Palast der Gotter: 1500 Jahre kunst aus Indien, p. 91, PL. 48, Buddha, Gelbrauer
sandstone, 127.0x51.0cm, Sarnath, A.D. 465-485, Indian Museum, Calcutta, ACC. no.
514/A25085.

64 3. 43RIE ¥ (b) B[ > p. 79, PL. 97 (Dietrich Reimer Verlag Berlin, 1991-1992)
b. [E 0E (a) 5] p. 92, PL. 47, Boddhisattva Avalokitesvare, Gelbrauer sandstone,
113.0x50.0cm, Sarnath, A.D. 5th. chr. Indian Museum, Calcutta, Acc. no. 537/A25892 °
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72 R. C. Sharma, Buddhist Art Mathura School, p. 203.
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Abstract

This iconographic study identifies the name, content, features, and nature of
various works of Buddhist art. The authors contend that any study of Buddhist art —
sculpture or painting — must consider its content and meaning, including the
teachings intended to be conveyed by pictorial representations of Buddhist
doctrines. Buddhist art, which originated as a religious art form to spread its
teachings, was intended to convey beliefs and be used in worship, not solely to be
appreciated aesthetically. The goal, content, image-composition and aesthetic style
of Buddhist art are all subject to the needs of the Buddhist religion. Moreover, an
iconographic study of Buddhist art should include both longitudinal and cross-
sectional research on works in the same region that were produced at different
historical periods, or vice versa, so as to determine how they evolved and
developed. This paper engages in such a study of the relationship between
Buddhist sculptures of the Southern Dynasties in Chengdu and different styles of
early Buddhist art in India.

There are hardly any comparative iconographic studies of the origin of the
Buddhist stone sculptures in Chengdu during the Southern dynasties in previous
scholarly. Most scholars hold that these Buddhist sculptures came up from Jiankang
(present-day Nanjing, in Jiangsu province) on the Yangtze River, and were
originally transmitted to China by sea from South India to Southeast Asia during the
5™ century and the first half the 6™ century. Nevertheless, they have failed to attend
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to the characteristics of the image-compositions of Indian Buddhist art between the
2™ and the 6™ centuries and their transmission route to China. The authors of this
paper explore the origin of such Buddhist stone sculptures in Chengdu from the
Southern dynasties by comparing them with Buddhist stone sculptures of both
early and late Gandhara style, i.e., the white-plaster sculptures of India and
Afghanistan, the Buddha images of Mathura art of the Gupta period, and Buddha
images of Sarnath style. On the basis of their comparative iconographic study of the
image structure and the image composition of such Buddha images, they draw a
reasonable conclusion concerning the relationship between the two.

Keywords: Iconography; the Buddhist Sculptures of Southern Dynasties in
Chengdu; Gandhara Style; Mathura Style; the Style of Gupta Period



